Most the material that follows was found in a book entitled “The History of Lake Cable” by David Little.  Other resources were local newspapers: the Reading Eagle, The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, The Pittsburgh Press and the Canton Repository

On the evening of March 11, 1937 between 11:18 PM and 11:25 PM Mrs. Dueber Cable was murdered by a single shotgun blast through the window while she was covering the pet yellow canary in the kitchen of her home on Fulton Ave.  With Rose Beiter Cable that evening was her mother Mrs. Pauline Beiter.  The shot from the weapon penetrated her left shoulder, neck and head severing her jugular vein.  Rose’s mother later related that she had just left the room when she heard an explosion, glass breaking and her daughter screaming.  What she saw was her daughter pitch forward and then fall to the floor.  Mrs. Beiter ran next door for help, when help returned they discovered the severity of the injuries and called for an ambulance.  Mrs. Cable died one hour later, one hour short of her 48th birthday.

When the Canton City police arrived and began their investigation the only clue they had was a foot print from a man’s size 10 and one half shoe outside the house.  There was no weapon and no shell casing.

At the time of the shooting, Rose Cable’s husband, Dueber Cable was in Cleveland working.  Dueber and his Brother A.B. were owners of the Cable Company, an excavating and grading company.  The two brothers were also the creators of Lake Cable.  Dueb, as he was known, was not immediately found as he was in the hotel bar and was not reached for several hours.  Upon hearing of the murder, he returned to Canton.

On March 13, 1937, two days after the shooting, the Canton Repository reported that the Canton City Police had gone to Steubenville to question a woman from Akron who had lived In Canton, Mrs. Theresa Ludwig (Bail).  In the Reading Eagle it was reported on March 20, 1937 the Rose’s husband, Dueber Cable was in jail facing arraignment on Thursday on a suspicion charge; “her husband’s inamorata, Mrs. Theresa Ludwig, was in county jail on similar charges”.  Today, we would not be so polite and would have simply called Theresa Ludwig “Dueber Cable’s mistress”.

It seems that Mrs. Theresa Ludwig, known to her friends as “Dora” formerly lived at 1231 12th St. and had an interest in a dress shop.  She had been married twice, once to Clyde Newell to whom she had been divorced for 21 years and to Carl Bail whom she had divorce two year prior to the murder.  Her current address was at the Hillside Chateau Apartments at 26 E. Tallmadge Ave in Akron.  The Reading Eagle reported “Two nights after the killing, Miss Theresa Ludwig was taken into custody in Steubenville, 62 miles away.  The next day, the police entered her apartment in Akron, 20 miles north of Canton and found a well-stocked private bar”. 

While the police were questioning Dora it was uncovered that she and Dueb were sharing the apartment in Akron under the name of Mr. and Mrs. John Sherrand.  It was also discovered that Dueb had been renting the apartment since Dora’s divorce from Carl Bail in 1934, but that Dueb had been seeing her since 1930.  It was also uncovered that the apartment was used by Dueb and a circle of his friends prominent Canton businessmen, as a “party house or love nest”.

Two neighbors reported that on the evening before and the evening of the shooting a dark coupe circled the Cable’s house several times.  The witnesses’ curiosity was aroused when the car was driving around without its headlight on.  It was quickly observed that both Theresa and Dueber owned identical black coupes.

Cable’s alibi was set as follows: on his way to Cleveland the morning of the murder, Dueb stopped for breakfast at the Akron apartment.  Before leaving he placed a long distance call to a Canton car dealership and ordered a new car for Rose’s birthday.  He then went on to the job site.  All of this was confirmed and thus furnished Cable with his alibi.

For Theresa’s alibi she indicated she spent both Wednesday and Thursday alone in the Akron apartment.  She claimed to have gotten ill and gone to bed early on the day of the murder.  Theresa did make 2 phone calls before retiring.  Both calls were between 8:00 and 8:30 PM.  She also reported that she received 3 calls from Steubenville from the home of Bertha Mumaw on Woodland Ave in Steubenville.  These were confirmed by the police.  Thus the phone calls gave Theresa her alibi.

On March 15th the funeral services were held at the Cable home for Rose.  It should be noted that Dueber remained upstairs in his bedroom and did not attend the service downstairs.  However, he did attend her burial in Westlawn Cemetery.

On March 17 it was reported in the Canton Repository the Mr. And Mrs. Cable were having marital problems and the money was on the chief topics of these arguments.  The paper also reported that a close friend of Rose, Edna Rosenberry had told authorities during the investigation that Rose was aware of the relationship between Theresa Ludwig, Rose’s husband Dueber and the Akron apartment.  Mrs. Roseberry continued that prior to Rose’s departure for a Florida vacation she drove Mrs. Rosenberry to Akron and pointed out the Hillside Chateau Apartments and remarked to Mrs. Rosenberry “There is my problem”.  Mrs. Rosenberry said that Rose indicated she had been receiving threats to her life and confided “I have a feeling that my husband wants me dead”.

The Milwaukee Sentinel reported in June of 1938 that “it was understood that the police might widen their inquiry to call in for questioning 4 prominent businessmen known to have attended “girl parties” in the apartment maintained by Cable for Miss Ludwig since July 1934”.  It was also noted that Rose Cable had learned the names of these business associates and had threatened to expose them to their families.

On the eighth day of the investigation the Repository reported that the police had found a woman’s shoe prints in the snow near the Cable house the night of the murder.  Police said the shoe print had a wide heel and that the prints ran perpendicular to the shoe prints made by Mrs. Beiter when she ran next door to seek help.  The shoe prints were in a long stride indicating that the person creating the shoe prints was running.

On March 20, the tenth day of the investigation it was reported that a search was being conducted in and around the Lake Cable area because a recently fired .410 shotgun shell was found near the west end of Lake Cable.  The wadding of the shell matched the type found in the window, curtains and pellets that killed Rose Cable.  Upon more questioning by the police Dueb had to admit he once owned a .410 gauge “Game Getter” shotgun.  He indicated he used it to kill snakes on the job site, but that it had been stolen from his vehicle 2 years earlier.

From that point on no new clues were uncovered the case started to become cold.  Theresa Ludwig moved to Conneaut, Ohio.  Dueb sold his house on Fulton and moved to his new home on Laurel Lane on Lake Cable which was not completed as of that date.  Lake Cable, Inc also sold all of its holdings of unsold lots at Lake Cable to The Cable Co.

Fast forward to mid April, 1938, approximately 13 months after the murder; Theresa Ludwig travels to Canton from her home in Conneaut.  Each time she comes to Canton she stays with her friend Mrs. Clara Griffith for about three days each time.  On May 7, 1938 Theresa returns to Canton because she wants to talk to Deub and again press him concerning marriage.  The stress of the ordeal of the preceding 14 months is showing as her weight has dropped to less than 100 pounds and she complains of stomach ulcers.

According to Dueb’s brother A.B., Theresa made arrangements with the brothers to meet them at A.B.’s house at 5252 Peninsula Dr.  She was met at the door by A.B. and was instructed not to make a scene as there were guests at the residence.  She again demanded that Dueb marry her “since she had given Dueber seven of the best years of her life and should not now be cast aside.”  Theresa would not concede that it was over and finally A.B. pressed his luck and told her that along with himself and Deuber, the police believed she was guilty of killing Rose Cable.  A.B. had hoped that his veiled threat might convince her to simply go away.  Unfortunately, Theresa began to raise her voice and talking about “making us pay”.  Finally, A.B. said to her “Dora (Theresa) you’ve asked for this” and with that shoved her across the living room and out the rear door to her car.

On May 9, 1938 things again changed for Dueber.  Theresa was found by her sister Edna, lying on the garage floor dead.  The Conneaut Police listed the death as carbon monoxide poisoning with contributory causes listed as “despondency”.  The Milwaukee Sentinel indicates that Theresa wrapped her coat around the exhaust pipe of her idling car in a cone like fashion and placed the more open end of the coat over her face.  Although she left a suicide note implicating Dueber Cable legal authorities note that the suicide note was not admissible in court as there were no witnesses to its writing.

To this day the case remains officially “Unsolved”
